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traits of true friendship, frankness and liberality. He loved out- 
door active life and sports, and was a generous giver to the needy. 
In 1868 to 1872 he was Under-Sheriff, serving with J. F. Burns, 
Sheriff of this county. In the discharge of his official duties he was 
brave and fearless, just and generous. In 1872 Mr. Wiley formed 
a partnership with D. M. Berry in the real-estate business; and 
they were the resident agents for the "Indiana Colony," now Pasa- 
dena, "The Crown of the Valley." Through their energy and ac- 
tivity and foresight they laid the foundation of the fairest city in 
our land. Mr. Wiley was always a consistent Republican in poli- 
tics, and ever ready to render valuable service to his party . He 
was one of the pioneers who from the first saw that Los Angeles 
would be a great city, and was a judicious investor in Los Angeles 
realties. 

"He leaves a devoted widow and two daughters to mourn his de- 
raise. He was kind in word and manner and gained a wide circle of 
friends and very few, if any, enemies." 



HORACE HILLER. 



(Read before Pioneer Society June 7, 1898.) 

Since the last stated meeting of our Pioneer Society an honored 
charter member has passed away. It is fitting that a brief memo- 
rial sketch of his life should be placed among the records of the 
society. 

Horace Hiller was a native of Hudson, New York. He was 
born in 1844, and was the son of Henry and Henrietta Winans 
Hiller. He came to Los Angeles by rail via the southern route in 
1870. He was engaged in the lumber business during all his resi- 
dence in Los Angeles; at the time of his death he was the president 
and manager of the Los Angeles Lumber Company. 

In 1867 he was married to Miss Abby Pearce; she with three 
children, one daughter and two sons, survive Mr. Hiller. He left 
two living brothers; one, Sidney Hiller, succeeds his brother as 
manager of the lumber company, and the other, Henry, is now in 
St. Petersburg, Russia. 

Horace Hiller was a man of sterling character, as all you who 
knew him well can testify. Though he was modest and quiet in 
his ways, he had strong convictions, to which he was thoroughly 
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loyal; he was a man of fine business habits and won the respect of 
the community and of all with whom he had dealings. He re- 
sponded to all the manifold duties of good citizenship, and in his 
demise he is sincerely mourned by a wide circle of friends. 

His death occurred as the result of a lamentable accident, May 
20, 1898. 



WILLIAM BLACKSTONE ABERNETHY. 

William Blackstone Abernethy, son of James R. and Rosa Aber- 
nethy, was, on his father's side, a direct descendant of the eccentric 
but celebrated English surgeon. Dr. John Abernethy, (a great-grand- 
son) and on the mother's of the great English scholar, John Locke. 
His father went when but a boy to Missouri, where he laid out the 
town of Paris in Monroe Co., whose growth and progress he care- 
fully watched and materially assisted. Here he taught school, 
studied law (in which he made himself so thorough that he was for 
three consecutive terms elected to the office of Circuit Judge.) Here 
too he established his home and raised a large family of children, of 
whom Wm. B. was one. His father was identified with the old-time 
Whig party, his belief in its principles being strong enough to prove 
itself by works. Several negro slaves coming into his possession by 
inheritance, he, some years before the civil war, gave them their 
freedom. 

W. B. Abernethy was raised in an ideal home, one of a very happy 
family, surrounded by the best and most cultured people of the day. 
His father being a "born" musician, and an enthusiast in the art, 
which he also studied to the limit of his opportunities, his children 
were given every possible advantage in that direction, and "old set- 
tlers" there will speak in glowing terms of their proficiency both vo- 
cally and instrumentally, "but especially Willie, who used to he car- 
ried when but a little boy to sing in neighboring towns." He had 
two brothers-in-law, Messrs. H. J. Glenn and S. E. Wilson, who 
made yearly trips across the plains bringing large bands of horses 
and mules, which they would sell at Sacramento, returning home by 
steamer to make ready for another trip. When he was abo it 16 
years old his sisters, Mrs. Glenn and Mrs. Wilson, with whom he bad 
always been a great favorite, decided to come across the plains "for 
the trip, and Will must come with them," so in March, 1853, he bade 



